Rosh Hashana

Defining Our ldentity

by Rabbi Baruch Bodenheim

AN NMIYN UKD nlwn

'N2 72 MWD UK L[7'RD NIND 7Y MYYA ,ANIAND 7Y N092 ,|iM D7iV) D719 nYaIX2 ()
[iT2 AN .0N'WYN 72 7N 'ann D27 TN YD (A7 0'70N) xaY Ljinn 1123 1179 [M2iy 07ivn
'0'AN 72y

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:2

(2) At four times of the year the world is judged: On Passover judgment is passed
concerning grain; on Shavuot concerning fruits that grow on a tree; on Rosh
HaShana, all creatures pass before Him like sheep [benei maron], as it is stated:
“He Who fashions their hearts alike, Who considers all their deeds” (Psalms
33:15); and on the festival of Sukkot they are judged concerning water, i.e., the
rainfall of the coming year.
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Rosh Hashanah 16b:12

§ The Gemara goes back to discuss the Day of Judgment. Rabbi Kruspedai said that
Rabbi Yohanan said: Three books are opened on Rosh HaShana before the Holy
One, Blessed be He: One of wholly wicked people, and one of wholly righteous
people, and one of middling people whose good and bad deeds are equally balanced.
Wholly righteous people are immediately written and sealed for life; wholly wicked
people are immediately written and sealed for death; and middling people are left
with their judgment suspended from Rosh HaShana until Yom Kippur, their fate
remaining undecided. If they merit, through the good deeds and mitzvot that they
perform during this period, they are written for life; if they do not so merit, they are
written for death.
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Ran on Rosh Hashanah 3b:13
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Unetaneh Tokef 1

(1) We lend power to the holiness of this day. For it is tremendous and awe filled, and
on it your kingship will be exalted, your throne will be established in loving-kindness,
and you will sit on that throne in truth.
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Unetaneh Tokef 4

(4) On Rosh Hashanah it is inscribed, and on Yom Kippur it is sealed - how many shall
pass away and how many shall be born, who shall live and who shall die, who in good
time, and who by an untimely death, who by water and who by fire, who by sword and
who by wild beast, who by famine and who by thirst, who by earthquake and who by
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plague, who by strangulation and who by lapidation, who shall have rest and who
wander, who shall be at peace and who pursued, who shall be serene and who
tormented, who shall become impoverished and who wealthy, who shall be debased,
and who exalted. But repentance, prayer and righteousness avert the severity of the
decree.
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Beur HaGra on Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim 582:9:3
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Mishneh Torah, Repentance 3:3

(3) Anyone who changes his mind about the mitzvot he has performed and regrets the
merits [he has earned], saying in his heart: "What value was there in doing them? | wish
| hadn't performed them" - loses them all and no merit is preserved for him at all as
[Ezekiel 33:12] states "The righteousness of the upright will not save him on the day of
his transgression." This only applies to one who regrets his previous [deeds].

Just as a person's merits and sins are weighed at the time of his death, so, too, the sins
of every inhabitant of the world together with his merits are weighed on the festival of
Rosh HaShanah. If one is found righteous, his [verdict] is sealed for life. If one is found
wicked, his [verdict] is sealed for death. A Beinoni's verdict remains tentative until Yom
Kippur. If he repents, his [verdict] is sealed for life. If not, his [verdict] is sealed for death.
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